Stationery Office at Edinburgh states that the most outstanding feature of the vital statistics of Scotland for 19*29 is a record of the effects of a severe epidemic of influenza which occurred during the earlier months of the year.
The effect of this epidemic was to raise the annual deathrate from 13 34 per thousand, as in the previous year, to 14 5*2, and the death-rate of the first quarter of the year from 15 9 to 219.
Deaths attributed during the year to influenza numbered 3,435, as against 961 in the previous year, and deaths from diseases of the respiratory system other than those specified as influenzal showed a rise from 10,086 to 1*2,81*2, and these differences indicate that more than 5,000 of the deaths may be attributed to that epidemic. Births in Scotland during the year numbered 92,880, equalling a birth-rate of 190*2 per thousand. This number is 3,94*2 less than the previous year, and is the minimum recorded since introducing the national registration in 1855. The birthrate of the year is 0 77 less than that of the previous year, and the lowest yet recorded.
Illegitimate children registered during the year numbered 7,165, which number differs only by 7 more from the previous year.
Marriages during the year numbered 3*2,999, and only differed by 51 from the previous year.
The marriage-rate of the year was 6 76 per thousand, the difference being only 0 03 from the previous year.
Marriages annulled during the year by decree of divorce, &c., numbered 519, and are 15 more than the previous year, and 61 more than the mean of the numbers of the preceding five years.
Deaths during the year numbered 70,917, and equalled a death-rate of 14 52 per thousand. This number is 5,646 more than the previous year, 4,768 more than the mean of those of the preceding five years, and 3,270 more than the mean of tho?e of the preceding ten years.
The death-rate of the year is 118 more than that of the previous year, .100 more than the mean of those of the preceding five years, and 0 66 more than the mean of those of the preceding ten years, the highest Scottish death-rate since 1922.
The infantile mortality-rate of the year was 868 per thousand registered births. This is 11 more than the previous year, but 2 4 less than the mean of those of the preceding five years, and 42 less than the mean of those of the preceding ten years.
The 
